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Placer Camera Club meets the third Tuesday of each month, except August, at 7:00PM in the Beecher 

Room of the Auburn Placer County Library, 350 Nevada Street, Auburn, Ca.   Visitors Welcome! 

 

This monthôs meeting will be Tuesday Nov 17
th

 .  Informal gathering at 6:30 

with the meeting starting promptly  at 7 PM. 

              

This monthéé.. 
 
We have print image evaluations. The judge will be Truman Holtzclaw .              

The number of entries has changed, itôs now 6 per member for prints. 

 

The December Theme will be Portals. 2 entries per person with a group 

discussion on each led by Richard Myren. Projected entries only, slides or 

digital.  

 

Starting in December the club will be displaying images in the Beacher room 

at the library for 6 weeks. Each member can hang one image up to 16 inches 

wide. Images must have wire on the back and be ready to hang. They can be 

framed, on gator board, canvas gallery wrap, etc. Bring your finished work to 

the December meeting. They must be presentable and ready to hang. 

 

At the December meeting we would like to have members present a short slide 

show.  Put together a very short show of no more than 20 images or so and a 

time length of no more than 5 to 8 minutes. The subject can be anything you 

want but the show should have a theme. Narration is optional, you can have 

music or silence with your images.   

In addition the December meeting is our annual cookie exchange.  

 

 

Event Calendar 
 

 

November 17 

Monthly meeting 

Print evaluations 

 

December 15 
Monthy meeting 

Christmas cookie 

exchange 

Member Slide shows 

Theme is Portals 

 

January 19 

Monthly meeting 

Projected image 

evaluations 

 

February 16 

Monthly Meeting 

Print image evaluations 

 

See last page for club 

officers & commitees 

http://placercamerclub.org/


Snapshots 

    by Sue Barthelow 

 

At the October meeting, our guest judge commented that several of the evaluated photos were snapshots. 

Those of you who are new to the artistic elements of photography may be wondering what the difference 

is between a snapshot and a photo that people ooh and ah over.  Maybe 

this will help. 

What is a snapshot? 

A snapshot is a photo that was taken spontaneously without much 

thought given to composition or image quality.  This type of photo 

probably includes too much ñstuffò that interferes visually with the main 

subject.  Or, maybe there is no main subject, and it leaves the viewer 

wondering what the photo is about.  A photo may also be considered a 

snapshot if it has one or more major flaws ï it isnôt in focus; it has glare; it 

has distracting elements; it is too dark and/or too light. 

How can you turn a snapshot into a keeper? 

¶ Decide what your subject is.  Why did you take the photo?  What 
attracted you enough to make you put your camera to your face and 

press the shutter button?  See if you can crop the photo to make your 

subject stand out. 

¶ Remove distracting elements from your photo.  Try to crop it so those 
elements are no longer seen.  If youôre good with your photo software, 

use it to remove distracting elements; you can submit an edited photo into the Open category. 

¶ Place your subject in a visually pleasing location in the photo.  Imagine 

a tic-tac-toe grid over your photo and see if you can crop to place your 

subject on or near the spot where any two grid lines cross. 

¶ Use your photo software.  See if you can adjust the light and dark areas 
to improve the range of light in your photo.  Consider boosting the 

color or contrast a bit if your image is too dull.  Sharpen it.  Due to the 

basic nature of digital cameras, most digital photos improve with a 

little sharpening. 

How can you take better photos? 

¶ Read the various tutorials on the club website http://www.placercameraclub.org/tutorials 

¶ Study the rules of composition and think about them before you use your 
camera.  If you donôt want to buy or borrow a book, look to your local 

public library for books on photography. 

http://www.placercameraclub.org/tutorials


¶ Move around your subject to find the angle that shows the subject off the best.  You may be able to 
find a position to shoot from that keeps distracting elements out of 

the photo. 

¶ Feature your subject by making it the most important element in 

the photo.  Many people take photos in which their subject is too 

small and gets lost amongst the visual clutter in the scene.  Your 

subject is important; let it stand out. 

¶ Get higher or lower to see if you can improve on your shot.  See 
what happens if you get above or below your subject. 

¶ Hold your camera still or use a tripod.  A new camera may force 
you to use muscles in a new way.  Sometimes it takes practice with your camera before you start 

holding it steady.  Think about squeezing your shutter button smoothly rather than suddenly pressing 

it. 

¶ Learn to use your cameraôs settings. Decide for yourself what your aperture or shutter speed should 
be for each shot.  If your camera lets you set the white balance or 

ISO, be sure that you pay attention to those settings. 

¶ View professional photo galleries on the internet or in books to see 

what others do.  Think about what you like or dislike about the 

photos you find.  Every photographer has a personal style.  You 

donôt have to like all of the styles you see, but it helps to consider 

why you feel the way you do about various styles. 

¶ Look at your photos as other people do.  See what you like about 
your photo.  See what you dislike about that same photo.  Decide if 

you could have taken a better photo and what you would have done 

to make it better.  Learn to be critical of yourself. 

¶ Go on a photo shoot with a better photographer and watch what they do.  Donôt be afraid to ask 
questions. 

¶ Lastly, practice, practice, practice.  The more photos you take, the better youôll get.  It doesnôt hurt if 
you try to duplicate professional photos that youôve seen.  Learn what techniques work for you. 

What can you learn from the example photos? 

The example photos show how you can improve a snapshot.  Although not the most interesting of 

images, these photos give you a few ideas of how you can turn a snapshot into an image that youôre 

more likely to keep.  Notice how each of the photos improves by cropping out the clutter and balancing 

the light and dark areas a bit. 

Try some of the changes listed above on one of your photos to see how you can improve it with a little 

help from your software.  Pick a subject and take a series of photos from different angles and distances.  

Vary your camera settings.  Afterwards, compare those photos and see what you like and dislike. 

And above all, remember to have fun and to practice, practice and then practice some more. 

 

 



 

 

On the Road 
By Bill Stenwick 

 

 

 

 

In early October, Corina and I made a 12 day trip to 

Southern Colorado and Northern New Mexico, where we 

had never been. 

 

We flew to Denver and rented a car.  We arrived in the 

late afternoon and drove to Pueblo for the night.  The 

next morning we drove over Raton Pass and then west to 

Taos, NM.  

We saw 

the Taos 

Pueblo 

and the 

Earthships sustainable housing project and the Rio 

Grande Bridge at Taos. 

Next we did Santa Fe where we visited the central area 

which was part of the old Santa Fe Trail and did some 

hiking through the Cliff Dwellings at Bandelier National 

Monument and in the hills above Santa Fe. 

 

We then drove north to Great Sand Dunes National Park for 

three days, then East over La Veta Pass and Raton Pass again to see Capulin Volcano National 

Monument.  After that we headed East to see Bent's Old Fort National Monument.  It is completely 

restored just like going back into the 1840s. 

 

After spending a full day in down town Denver we 

came back home. 

 

On the way over la Veta and Raton Passes we 

encountered the most spectacular fall colors I have 

ever seen.  Attached are three photos.  The first two 

on La Veta Pass, and the last near Raton Pass. 

 

Bill  

 
 


