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http://www.placercameraclub.org Member Delta Council,

Placer Camera Clubmeets the third Tuesday of each month, except July and August, at
7:00PM in the Beecher Room of the Auburn Placer County Library, 350 Nevada Street,

Auburn, Ca. Visitors Welcome!

Coming Events

Nov 18

Monthly meeting.

Print image evaluations.
Assigned theme is
Oarchitectur ef

Dec 15
Our photos will be hung the
Beacher Room at the library.

Dec 16

Monthly meeting.

Member photo show
Christmas cookie exchange.

Jan 20

Monthly meeting. Projected
image evaluations. Assigned
theme is &6squ:

Feb 17

Monthly meeting. Print image
evaluations. Assigned theme
o6still 1ifed.

Thismo n t nheéting will be Tuesdayov 18". Informal
gathering a6:30 with the meeting startingromptly at
7 PM.

This month we will haveour printimage evaluation®ur
judge will beTal Lewis

Membership duesare due. You cannot enter the
evaluations unless dues are paid.

| ¢ 25 individual, $40 for couples &15 for students.
SeeJudy Hooper at the meeting or mail yoygrayment to
Placer Camera Club

POB 4990

Auburn, Ca 9563



http://placercamerclub.org/

A Trip Along | 395 on the Eastern Sierra

Text and Photos by Mike Schumacher

Recently a few members of the club took a trip aldr395 to the Bodie and Mono Lake
area. Members who went were Richard Myren, Judy Hooper, Karen Wyatt, Tony
Middleton, Bill Stenwick and myself.

| 395 is a very scenic roabat hagnany ooh and ahh meents. The geography of the

land is truly amazing. Mountains that rise rapidly within a few miles. Giant bolders
tossed about. Trees growing out of piles of giant boulders.

Day 1 found us in Lundy Canyon

looking forbeaver dms and fall color.

Later we wento MonoL a ke s Bl a
Point for sunset. It was also the night
before a full moon and | was trying to

get some nice moon shots over the lake.
Mono Lake is home to giant tufa

columns. Basically these are mineral
deposits thatorm under water over

long periods of time. Since Mono Lake

I's Il ower now than in
have been exposed. It truly looks like an
alien landscape.

The sunset was very nice with black birds flying patterns over the lake during sunset.
Gettingthem in a photo was just sheer luck! The moon came up large and bright over
black point. Not too bright to get some photos. It came up before sunset so the light
difference was not as great as on the night of a full madroardwalk leads out to the

wate in this area now. | figure they are trying to restore the native plants.

Day 2 found us at South Tufa on Mono Lake for sunrise. When we got there 45 minutes
before sunrise there were very few
other people there. By sunrise there
were at least 2 dozernher
photographers and their tripods.
South Tufa is home to many tufas.
You can walk right up to them and
touch them unlike the area at Black
Point.




We arrived in the area on Monday. The Saturday before there was a snowfall so the
surrounding mountainsald a light dusting of snow to give photos more depth and
character.

The sunrise was very nice. Translucent colors that turned golden for a few minutes after
sunrise. While not a spectacular sunrise it was special because of the location and the
surroundilg mountains.

Af ter sunrise and breakfast at Nicelyos
the ghost town of Bodie. Bodie is
located 30 miles north east of Lee
Vining and 15 miles off of | 395. The
last 3 miles of the road are not paved.
Bodieis located at over 8300 so

they do very harsh winters. Bodie was

in itGs heyday in.8731880. Millions

of dollars in gold were taken out of

the mines in Bodie.

Bodie is a state park and is kept in a
state of arrested decay. There are over
150 buiblings there (in 1879 the
population was over 10,000) and

manyarefurnished as they were back in the day. It Y

is veryeasy to spend the day in Bodieploring and ‘%;:ig’:f: 7

taking photos.

For sunset that evening Richard Myren knew of a
road with an old building @he foot of the White
mountains. We headed cedist 120 and found the
road, 1n13 a 3 mile dirt roadThe area is flat with
sagebrush and rabbit bush. The old building was :
either a stage stop or a pony express building. It sits
at the foot of a small hill of boulders. Around the




corner is a stone corrahd acrosthe way is a natural spring. Indians veasit on the

hill and carve obsidian arrow heads waiting for game to come drink at the spring. If you
look around the boulders on the hill you can still find obsidian flakes. The sunset was just
S0-so but again it was special because of the area.

Day 3found Richard, Judy, Karen and Bill headed back
to Monitor Pass and Hope Valley to check out the fall
color.

Tony Middleton and | decided to head south on 1 395 to
Death Valley.

We found ourselves in the Alabama Hills later that
morning. The Alabama Hills is where thelyoot those
movies that have the large bould#drat look like they
arethrown about. It is very interesting geologically.
Mount Whitney is nearby. Thanks to Ricdaviyren for
pointing out a poster of Mount Whitney in Lee Vining. |
Woul dndét have i1 dentified i°1
couple of hours in the Alabama Hills with a vow to
return with more time to spend.

We arrived atStovepipe Wells in Death Valley that
afternoon. We explored Mosaic Canyon, the Devils
Cornfield and the Sand Dunes. We only had one night to

spend in Death Valley and it just wetted my appetite for

more. Death Valley is a land of stark contrasts. What

looks like a barren wasteland is realyaming with life

if you look closely.

| will be going back in the spring for a week for a more

detailed look.

Day 4found Tony and | headed back to Bridgportith

a side trip to Virginia Lakedp be in good position for

Friday and fall color.

Day 5we headed over Monitor Pass to Hope &alio

check out the fall color. Fall color was not exceptional

when we were there but we did see some Basque

carvings in the Aspens at Monitor Pass.

All in all i1t was a great trip. 106l ©be
time exploring | 395. There is much, much mweee
t han what we saw and what |1 6ve written

If you ever have a chance to visit the Eastern Sierra and |
395 do it!



