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Placer Camera Clubmeets the third Tuesday of each month, except August, at 7:00PM
in the Beecher Room of the Auburn Placer County Library, 350 Nevada Street, Auburn,

Ca. Visitors Welcomd

Event Calendar

March 17
Monthly meeting.
Barry Waltons Africa Trip

April 21
Monthly meeting
Projected image evaluations

May 19

Monthly meeting

Print image evaluations
Annualcompetitionentries
due.

June 16

Monthly meeting.
Annual awards
Themeis reflections

July 21

Monthly meeting
Silent auction
Theme ixclose up

Thismo n t neétiag will be Tuesdaylarch 17",
Informal gathering a:30 with the meeting starting

promptly at7 PM.

This month Barry Walton will tell usabouthistrip to
Africa & Jerry Berry will give us workflow tips for
Photoshop & Lightroom Steve Trehubwill host our 15
minute educationapresentation.

April will see achangein ourimage evaluations Due to
length of evaluations we are moving the Assigned Theme
category to months that have no evaluatidase will be
reflections andluly will be closeup. Only 2 entries per
person so it should be quick. Entries can be projected or
print. No judge, it will be a group evaluation and
discussion. This way we will be viewing and discussing

photos at every meeting.

Oh, did I mention we are now, for the firame, having a
meeting in July? Yep, July 21We will have our theme
photos and a silent auction. More on the silent auction later.

Death Valley
Pondat
Sunrise

PO Box 4990, Auburn, Ca. 95603



http://placercamerclub.org/

Landscape Photo Opportunity

Text & Photos by Richard Myren

| wanted to pass along a tip for an interesting and easily reached spot for some landscaj
photography. This place requires essentially no walking and is relatively quiet, for being
on the side of the road. Many of you may,

already know abut this location but even s
if only one more is helped to find
i nspiration by it t

Looking northwest, west and soutlest
from this spot provides an expansive
panoramic view of the Central Valley
from an elevated vantage point withet
Sutter Buttes as the centerpiece and the Coast Range beyond. There are low hills al
scattered trees in the midetheound and even some nearby oaks and a moss rock copse or
two for the foreground if you desire.

Looking south, soutieast and east prigles
views of nearby rolling green hills with
grazing cattle (or not) amid stands of valley
oaks, rock walls and boulder outcroppings,
(kind of Irelandlike right now, being all
green). As | write this in late February the
trees are just beginning to paupit in their
fresh, spring garb. If you can time it to
when a storm is clearing with dark clouds
over the mountains to the east and the
western horizon clear, the setting sun will literally explode warm chiaroscuro light onto
this landscape and you magrdet to take pictures as you

stand with your mouth agape. As well as color, B& - o
images could really be exciting here.

Much of the adjacent land is private/fenced but very nearby

to the east the land on both sides of the road while still

fenced, is parbf Spenceville Wildlife Area (SWA) and is
currently open to walkers who are willing to climb over the
small gates. Sometimes the SWA is closed fromNédiech
into April but so far there are no signs indicating that fofg
this year.




One other potential pot of interest about this spot: From my rough reckoning, on the
Vernal Equinox (March 20) the setting sun should be settling into the Coast Range righ
over the Sutter Buttes or close to it. Should be a great opportunity to pull out the long
glass and dxact a vignette from the broad landscape panorama to the west, (barring
cloud cover of course).

All roads leading to this location are paved, public roads but the spot itself is only a wide
dirt shoulder on a curve in the road so pay close attentioniléages as there are no
signs or AX0 to mark the spotl). (even t h

Directions

- Take Hwy. 20 west out of Grass Valley for 12.5 miles to Smartville Rd. on the left,
(it only goes to the left; there is a sign for Beale AFB).

- Take that left onto Smartville Rd. and go another four (4) miles. (Caution: After
one (1) mile from Hwy. 20 on Smartville Rd. you will come to Hammonton
Smartville Rd. going to the left to Beale AFB and SWA. WOT turn left on that
HammontorSmartvilleR d . but rather continue str
on (which is now also called Hammont8martville Rd. on some maps; road
names can be kind of confusing out here). While there is some great photograph
down that other way, it is for anothemt.)

- After driving through some truly wonderful, treed rolling landscapes, at the four
(4) mile point you will be heading generally souwtlest and the road will make a
fairly abrupt right turn to the nortlvest and traverse down the side of a shallow
hill to the valley floor. (You will have seen a few yellow SWA fence signs and
gates just prior to reaching this sharp curve.)

- The wide shoulder turnout is on the south, outside edge of that abrupt curve anc
provides ample parking. (I would suggest continupast the turnout to the
bottom of the hill where you can more safely turn around by a cattle pen and heac
back up the hill to the turnout which is now on your right side of the road.) This is
AThe Spoto.

- For those so equipped, the GPS coordinates fapgbeare: 39.1912121.3501.

While this vantage point may not provide an absolute treasure trove of photographic
possibilities that can replace Glacier or Zabriske Points, this location 16.5 miles west of
Grass Valley can definitely be worth a visitdah the day, at sunset and into the twilight
especially during this green time of the yeWfatch for the magic light, check your
histograms and enjoy!

* * * %



Light Metering Behavior and some Principles for Using it

By Barry Walton

Most cameras these days have builight meters (digital poinshoot or PS, digital and

nond i

gital SLRs). These | ight meters whi

guite a lot of flexibility to allow you to get the desired look/feel e ghotograph.

Many camera users do not realize they can choose the metering independent of focus ar
framing of the shot. Learning the basic technique described here can really improve youl
outdoor shots.

1.

= A A

Determine the types of Metering availableateyour manual and be sure to
determine which shooting mode they apply to):

Spot (the meter is set based on the lighting where the spot meter is centered)
Parti al (larger spot such as 9% of t
Center Weighted (bases thetar setting on what is in central area of the
viewfinder).

Intelligent or Matrix, (the meter is set based on getting the best overall exposure
balancing the dark, mitbne, and highight areas). This is the mode that is
normally the default for cameras.

Some cameras these days detect faces and may meter based on the faces
detected. (Read your manual).

. Setting the Metering

Most cameras including pohaindshoot cameras allow you to lock the
metering independent of the framing of the final shot. Tamability is very
important to allow you to flexibly set the metering for best results for scene.

In a PS, this can be done in most shooting modes (so check your manual) by
pointing the camera at the area of your shot that you want best metered and
holding down the shutter button half way. For example, point the camera at the
sky (highly recommended for outdoor shots) and push the shutter button half
way down. This locks the metering (and the focus as well unless you have a
met er i ng | oc kurmanua carefélyg for ¢his &apapildy). While
holding the button rérame your shot and take the photo. Using the live view
screen enables you to get a great idea of how the final photo will look when you
use this method.



SLROSs g e n e rparhtd byttorinta lock theameterang, which then allows
the final shot to be both framed andfoeused prior to the shot. But you can
easily use the same process as a PS user. DLSRs withelwépretty new
feature for these cameras) allow you to previee metering.

Using Metering modes to your advantage.

High contrast scenes are the hardest to properly meter so | recommend you take a
sequence of test photos. The easiest scene to test your camera with is on a partly cloud
day in mid to late afterram with the camera facing in the direction of the sun (but keep

the sun out of the frame). This scene nearly alway gives you bright sky and dark areas i
the foreground.

Take 3 photos of the same scene in each metering mode (spot, partial, centedweight
intelligent). Point first at the sky, push the button half way, reframe for the horizon and
shoot. Do the same metering on the horizon, then the ground. With these nine (or twelve
photos depending on how many metering modes your camera has) dioteng

comparison:

Spot metering sequence, through, Intelligent (or matrix) average sequence. You can See
how strongly the spot metering affects the results and the more subtle way the averaging
metering affects them. Look for the photos that logklbst to you. And the metering
methods you used. The averaging methods are more forgiving than spot metering, but
you should see the best results in color and contrast in those photos where the sky was
main element used for metering.

For those who lik to really understand their camera, run similar tests for the various shot
modes your camera has (scene, people, sports, etc.) but you should find subtle difference
relative to the test in the main shot mode you use.

Remember that brightening the darkeeas of your photo is easier by far than fixing the
sky! And a final piece of advice, use a polarizing filter for even better drama in sky
scenes.

Barry

* * * * *



Education Opportunities

By Jim Bennett

Want to Improve Your Skills?

Here aresome current educational offerings that may be of interest. If you have any
positive or negative feedback on any courses you have taken locally please forward suct
to Jim Bennett (the old fashioned way or at jrbennettn@netscape.net).

Placer School for Adults has announced several photography related classes in their
Spring 2009 programaiww.puhsd.k12.ca.us/adyltMWhile many of the classes are
currently underway, two classes are upcoming (register online/at placeronline.org
or www.puhsd.k12.ca.us/adylt
April 21-May 19
Photoshop Elements$.0 Level 2*5 sessions
This class continues to improve your photo editing skills.
Prerequisite: Basic PC knowledged completion of Photoshop
Elements 6.0
Tuesday 6:00pm9:00pm Tuition $114 Tech/Adult Center
0612000 4/2% 5/19 Roy Salisbury 13055 Bill Francis Dr., Auburn
May 21- June 18

Photoshop CS3 evel 1*5 sessions
Learn how to create great looking imagethwvi#hotoshop CS3step
by-st ep instructions on how to us:¢
Thursday 6:00pm 9:00pm Tuition $114 49er ROP
0612300 5/2% 6/18 Roy Salisbury Internet Depot, 1st Floor
360 Nevada St., Auburn
Sierra Collegehas announced éfollowing upcoming Community Short Courses (see
www.sccommed.org/index.cfm?fuseaction11&CategorylD=1&SubCategoryID
April 1-29
Digital Photography for Beginners-Level 11l [8120] 4 sessions
Wednesday, 6:30 PM8:30 PM
Class cost $98 , Materials Fee $ 10.00
Instructor: Jeff Burkholder Location: Roseville Gateway

March 3% May 5


http://www.placeronline.org/
http://www.sccommed.org/index.cfm?fuseaction11&CategoryID=1&SubCategoryID%60

Photography Basicg8729]5 sessions

Tuesday, 6:30 PM8:30 PM

Class cost $108 , Materials Fee $ 10.00

Instructor: Jeff Burkholder Location: Roseville Gateway

March 12- April 2

Photoshop Elements$.0--Level |--Roseville [8931H sessions
Thursday, 1:00 PM 4:00 PM

Class cost $127 , Materials Fee $ 0.00

Instrucor: Roy Salisbury Location: Roseville Gateway

April 16 - May 7

Photoshop Elements$.0--Level 1l [8932]4 sessions
Thursday, 1:00 PM4:00 PM;

Class cost $127 , Materials Fee $ 10.00

Instructor: Roy Salisbury Location: Roseville Gateway

* * % % *

Notes From The Field

By Ardath Winterowd

| 6ve been friends with Ray
retired from Gladding McBean after over 45 years as a
master sculptor. Ray gave me a tour in 1998 and | had
the opportunity to photograph a

100 yeamld ventilator that is N0 kG-
l onger there. Ha¥g N
along with a photo | took of Ray ¢
sculpting a bust of the late
owner, Fred Anderson.

O 1



Reflections

Text and Photos by Sue Barthelow

The photographic theme for our April
evaluation night iseflections. Take a few
minutes to reflect on that and then go out and
practice shooting something. Reflections
abound, so give it a try. In fact, try out all
kinds of reflections. You may find a new
favorite style of photographing.

Where do you find reflgtive surfaces? Here
are some
ideas.

Webre all familiar
reflections. Besides the obvious reflections
often seen on a pond or lake, why not give
puddles and wet pavement a try?

Going to the sea shore? See if you can fin
reflection onthe wet sand as the surf reced

Interested in glass? Check out glass tablet
high-rise building windows, any clean

window, car rear view mirrors, mirrors in
general, and even shiny drinking glasses.

Any shiny surface will give a reflection. Look at e cube, a piece of aluminum
foil, the polished surface of a car, and a shiny piece of metal.

1 Looking for a challenge? Find a reflection on a
rain drop, a standing bead of water or even a soap
bubble.

Here are some tips when taking photos of reflections

1 Use a small aperture (higkstop) to get a large
depth of field if the picture is a landscape. You
probably want your entire scene to be in focus.

1 Use a large aperture (smaistiop) for a portrait
or closeup shot.



