
              

 
Year 47 Number 4      Newsletter of the Placer Camera  Club   April  2009        est. 1952 

       http://www.placercameraclub.org                               PO Box 4990, Auburn, Ca. 95603  

                           

 
Placer Camera Club meets the third Tuesday of each month, except August, at 7:00PM 

in the Beecher Room of the Auburn Placer County Library, 350 Nevada Street, Auburn, 

Ca.   Visitors Welcome! 

 
This monthôs meeting will be Tuesday April 21

st
 .  

Informal gathering at 6:30 with the meeting starting 

promptly  at 7 PM. 

 
This month  Lee Whiting will give a short presentation on 

focal lengths followed by our projected image evaluations. 

This monthôs judge will be Pekka  Liemola. Many of you 

know Pekka from his printing business in Auburn. 

 

April  will see a change in our image evaluations. Due to 

length of evaluations we are moving the Assigned Theme 

category to months that have no evaluations. June will be 

reflections and July will be close-up. Only 2 entries per 

person so it should be quick. Entries can be projected or 

print. No judge, it will be a group evaluation and 

discussion. This way we will be viewing and discussing 

photos at every meeting.  

Oh, did I mention we are now, for the first time, having a 

meeting in July? Yep, July 21
st
. We will have our theme 

photos and a silent auction. More on the silent auction later. 

 
                            

Moss & Rocks 

  Table Mtn 
 

 

 

 

      Event Calendar 
 

. 

 

April 21  
Monthly meeting 

Lee Whiting ï Focal lengths 

Projected image evaluations 

 

May 19 

Monthly meeting 

Print image evaluations 

Annual competition entries 

due. 
 

June 16 
Monthly meeting. 

Annual awards 

Theme is reflections 

 

July 21 

Monthly meeting  

Silent auction 

Theme is close up 
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Our ñHoney Spotò 
 

By Jim L White 

 

Everyone has a ñHoney Spotò. You 

know what I mean. A place where 

you love to go and hate to leave. A 

place where you do well, catch 

more fish, have more fun, take 

better pictures. Maybe not better 

pictures but where you really enjoy 

trying. I am going to reveal to you 

one of our ñhoney spotsò. 

 

We love wildflowers. We like to be 

in the middle of them. To sit or to 

lie down in them. To look with 

wonder at them. To try and capture their beauty with our cameras. No place in California 

is better than the canyons of the Middle Fork of the American River above Foresthill.  

 

Starting each spring about April first, 

the canyons of the Middle Fork erupt in 

vivid beauty. One of our favorite 

ñhoney spotsò is on top of the cliffs 

above the Ralston Power House after 

bay. Today April 5
th
 the cliffs were 

alive! It was breathtaking. Yellow 

poppies by the thousands, Purple Bush 

Lupines, Yellow Monkey Flowers, and 

if you look closely, the first brilliant 

red Indian Pinks. Not far away, the first 

Avalanche Lilies or Adderôs Tongue 

and Brodiaea.  

 

There are more flowers to come all spring and summer long. Look for the beautiful 

orange Monkey Flowers, brilliant red Canyon Dudleya and Indian Paintbrush. Look for 

new species flowering about every two weeks, depending on the temperature. It is a never 

ending real canyon video of color.  

 

 



 

 

 

Go to Foresthill; turn right in front of the Wells 

Fargo Bank on the road to French Meadows and 

Mosquito Ridge. In about a mile start looking at the 

canyon walls on your left. It is too early right now, 

but in about 3 weeks the canyon walls will come 

alive with blooming flowers. Drive slow! You canôt 

see wildflowers when you drive fast and it is a long 

way down over the cliffs. Go down in the canyon 

and cross the North Fork of the Middle Fork and 

climb up the hill to Mosquito Ridge. Take the first 

paved road to the right (it is signed) the road to the 

Ralston Power House and Hell Hole. As soon as 

you see the blue waters of the Ralston after bay you 

should be in the middle of the poppies. Plan on 

having lunch at the bottom of the hill on your left.  

 

There are 

two picnic 

tables and 

bar-b-ques with a toilet. No drinking water 

available. The river running by the power house 

is the Rubicon River. The flowers end about on 

half a mile past the power house.  

 

So you canôt find the Avalanche Lilies and the 

tons of other water loving flowering succulents? 

They are on a north facing steep canyon wall at 

2800 feet nearby, much of the time in the shade. 

You have to explore to find them. They are at 

another of our ñhoney spotsò. Have fun and good 

luck. 
 

 

 

 
* * * *  


